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Introduction

Fulfilling promises (Wafa bi al-Wa‘d) and refraining from breaking them (Khulf al-Wa‘d)
are behaviors within Islamic teachings that, beyond their jurisprudence-oriented (fight)
nature, possess significant capacity for individual and social cultivation (Tarbiyah).
Fulfilling promises and refraining from breaking them are two of these behaviors.
Adherence to promises requires the acceptance of responsibility for commitments, the
observance of the rights and expectations of others, and the congruence between word and
deed. Consequently, it is a critical factor in the development of individual character and the
improvement of the quality of social relations. On the other hand, the breach of a promise
generates moral and social anomalies, disrupts interpersonal relationships, and erodes
social trust by creating a divide between speech and action. A significant portion of the
existing scholarship has exclusively addressed the topic from normative jurisprudential or
ethical perspectives, despite the extensive attention given to promise fulfillment and the
reprobation of its breach across jurisprudential, hadith, and ethical corpuses. As a result, the
educational potential of rulings regarding promises has rarely been systematically
examined. The primary issue that this investigation addresses is the following: What
educational wisdoms (Hikmas) and individual-social educational consequences are the
foundation of the implementation of Islamic rulings regarding promises, and how can these
wisdoms and implications be conceptualized within the teleological framework of religious
education? Accordingly, the primary objective is to identify and elucidate the educational
benefits and implications of enacting promise-related regulations in religious teachings. The
two primary research topics are as follows:

1. What are the educational wisdoms underlying the enactment of promise-related rulings?

2. What are the individual and social educational consequences of promise-related rulings?
Theoretical Foundations

The literature review suggests that promise fulfillment has been investigated from a variety of
perspectives, including jurisprudential, ethical, and sociological. Makarem Shirazi (Ethics in
the Qur'an) underscores the importance of promise-keeping in the reinforcement of social trust
and its moral consequences. Khoei (Misbah al-Figaha) assesses breach of promise from a
rigorously jurisprudential perspective, utilizing narrative evidence (Riwayat) and the
normative practice of the religiously observant (Sirat al-Mutasharri‘ah). In "The Permissibility
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of Breach of Promise on the Scales of Jurisprudence and Ethics," Mohammadian examines
the discrepancy between ethical and jurisprudential perspectives on this matter. Additionally,
research such as "Jurisprudential Requirements and Exceptions of Promise from the
Perspective of Jurisprudence of Education" has examined the subject from an educational-figh
approach. However, prior research has largely disregarded a structured analysis that is based
on a systematic qualitative content analysis in order to identify the educational wisdoms of
governing enactments and their dual-level implications. The present study bridges this divide
by extending beyond the mere normative description of legal-religious rulings (Hukm Shari)
to elucidate their educational implications within the overarching objectives of Islamic
education.

Research Methodology & Framework

This study is qualitative in nature and basic/fundamental in terms of objective. It employs a
descriptive-analytical method that is based on library research. Primary jurisprudential,
exegetical (tafsir1), hadith, ethical, and Islamic educational sources are included in the research
population. These sources were selected based on their credibility and relevance to the research
concerns. Thematic concepts related to promise fulfillment, breach of promise, their individual
and social effects, and educational objectives were extracted, and data were collected through
note-taking (Fish-bardari). The data analysis was conducted using qualitative content analysis in
conjunction with jurisprudential-educational inference (Istinbat). Initially, themes and textual
evidences were extracted and subjected to primary coding in the analytical procedure.
Subsequently, related codes were consolidated into subcategories, from which primary
educational categories were derived. In this process, a strict conceptual distinction was upheld
between the "wisdoms underlying the enactment of rulings (Hikmat al-Tashri‘)" and the
"consequences derived from practical compliance with rulings," thereby preventing the
conflation of the ontological foundations of legislation and their functional outcomes.
Additionally, the results were organized around two intermediate objectives of religious
education: the cultivation of character and the reinforcement of social cooperation through the
promotion of benevolence and righteousness.

Research Findings

The synthesized data revealed four primary educational wisdoms that underlie the enactment
of promise-related rulings in response to the first question:

1. Establishing Trust in God (I‘timad-sazi bi Khodavand): The child's foundational trust is
encouraged by the lived experience of parents and educators honoring promises, particularly
during childhood. This, in turn, positively influences their cognitive trust in divine promises
and their worldview.

2. The Development of Magnanimity and Nobility (Muruwwah and Dignity): A noble,
integral, and principled personality is fostered by consistent fidelity to commitments and
alignment between word and action.

3. Preventing Hypocrisy (Nifaq): The educational function of the severe condemnation of
promise-breaking as a manifest hallmark of hypocrisy is underscored by its emphasis on the
prevention of internal-external dissonance and behavioral duplicity.

4. Mitigating Injustice and Oppression (Zulm): The prevention of the infringement of others'
rights and preserving mutual expectations serve as foundational pillars for curbing injustice
and fostering mutual cooperation. These four wisdoms are consistent with two macro-level
objectives of religious education: the cultivation of character and the promotion of social
cooperation that is founded on virtue and benevolence. The educational implications of
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practical adherence to promise-related rulings were classified into two dimensions in
response to the second question:

Individual Dimension: Three primary outcomes were identified: Achieving Social Credibility
and Prestige, Auspicious End/Perseverance in Faith (‘Aqibat bi Khayri), and Divine Piety
(Tagwa). The internal disposition of virtue (Malakah of Taqwa) is reinforced by persistent
fidelity to commitments, which also establishes the individual as a dependable agent in
interpersonal networks and maintains steadfastness in faith throughout life. Social Dimension:
Significant outcomes include the strengthening of social trust, the establishment of healthy
interpersonal relationships, the reduction of psychosocial pathologies, the reduction of
hypocrisy and injustice, and the promotion of social cooperation that is based on benevolence.
Additionally, the results indicated that three educational principles—accountability/
responsibility, environmental/ contextual optimization, and consistency and vigilance over
action (Mudawamat wa Muhafazat ‘ala al-‘Amal)—serve as critical mediating factors.
Education cannot be achieved through mere cognitive awareness of a religious ruling; it
necessitates a social environment that is conducive to sustained behavioral habituation.
Discussion and Conclusion

The results are in line with the existing literature, which emphasizes that promise fulfillment
enhances trust, moral virtues, and social cohesion. Nevertheless, this study distinguishes itself
by systematizing these effects within a unified jurisprudential-educational paradigm and
distinguishing legislative wisdoms from empirical outcomes. This research elucidates the
dynamic educational mechanisms through which jurisprudence fosters human and social
flourishing, in contrast to works that are limited to the technical licitness (Jawaz) or illicitness
of violating a promise. The overarching conclusion indicates that promise-related rulings are
fundamental instruments of "Jurisprudential Education" (al-Tarbiyah al-Fighiyyah); they
promote personal integrity (honesty, magnanimity, and accountability) and reinforce social
cohesion through mutual trust and cooperation. Therefore, jurisprudential education in this
domain encompasses more than just the formal teaching of normative law; it also involves the
internalization of sustainable virtues.

A key limitation of this study lies in its purely qualitative and library-based design, which
lacks empirical field measurement of the identified educational outcomes across diverse
demographic cohorts. Future research is suggested to adopt mixed-method and empirical
approaches to assess the direct impact of promise-based educational interventions on social
trust and moral development, as well as the design and evaluation of applied pedagogical
models in family and school settings, are recommended for future research. Mixed-method
and empirical approaches are being recommended. In summary, the formative potential of
religious decrees in personal and collective refinement is unlocked through educational
analysis of jurisprudential rulings, which bridges the divide between Islamic law (Figh) and
educational philosophy.

Keywords: Promise, Religious Education, Wisdom of Legislation, Educational Principles,
Character Development, Social Cooperation, Jurisprudential Education.
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