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Persuasion of the Audience through the Application of
Logical-Mathematical Intelligence in the Educational
System of the Holy Quran'!

Zahra Rahmati?, Sohrab Morovati®, Mojtaba Mohammadi Anvigh*

Doi:
10.30497/e51.2026.249697.2058 m

Introduction

The Holy Quran, a book of guidance and education, employs a variety of methods to
engage its audience and influence their intellectual and emotional responses. Gardner's
theory of multiple intelligences places a particular emphasis on the application of logical-
mathematical intelligence as one of the dimensions of intelligence. Abilities such as
classification, inference, generalization, calculation, pattern recognition, and understanding
causal relationships are all part of logical-mathematical intelligence. The Holy Quran,
through the intelligent application of this mental capacity, not only endeavors to
substantiate fundamental doctrinal concepts, including monotheism and resurrection, but
also strives to advance the intellectual and moral development of humanity. With an
emphasis on the utilization of logical-mathematical intelligence, the objective of this
investigation is to elucidate the rational and educational mechanisms of the Holy Quran
in its capacity to persuade the audience. By examining Quranic methods across five
primary axs (posing rational questions and logical challenges, expressing causal
relationships, presenting mathematical and quantitative examples, inductive reasoning,
and deductive reasoning), this research aims to produce a systematic model of Quran-
based intellectual education. This model can be used as a basis for the development of
modern educational systems.

Methodology

A descriptive-analytical methodology was implemented in this investigation. The data
collection method was library-based, and the necessary data were obtained through a
thorough and systematic examination of the text of the Holy Quran and the most
important authoritative Shia and Sunni commentaries (including Al-Mizan, Majma' al-
Bayan, Al-Kashshaf, Fi Zilal al-Quran, and Nemuneh). The data analysis process was

1 .The present study is derived from a doctoral dissertation entitled "The Function of
Types of Intelligence in Persuading the Audience in the Holy Quran" at Ilam University.
2. PhD Student in Quranic and Hadith Sciences, Faculty of Theology, University of Ilam,

Ilam, Iran. zahrarahmati367@gmail.com
3. Professor, Department of Quranic and Hadith Sciences, Faculty of Theology,
University of Ilam, [lam, Iran (Corresponding Author). s.morovati@ilam.ac.ir

4. Assistant Professor, Department of Quranic and Hadith Sciences, Faculty of Theology,
University of Ilam, Ilam, Iran. mo.mohammadi@ilam.ac.ir
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divided into three stages: the first stage involved the identification and extraction of verses
that were associated with the components of logical-mathematical intelligence. The
second stage involved the categorization of the verses within the five main axs of the
research. The third stage involved the conduct of a qualitative content analysis of each
category of verses in relation to the opinions of commentators. This analysis was
conducted to extract the persuasion mechanisms, the manner of influencing the audience,
and the educational dimensions of each method.

Findings and Discussion

The research results suggest that the Holy Quran not only successfully persuades the
audience intellectually but also establishes a systematic paradigm for intellectual
education by utilizing five primary mechanisms of logical-mathematical intelligence:

1) Posing Rational Questions and Logical Challenges: The Quran, through a variety
of questions (e.g., “Is He who creates like one who does not create?", "Do you enjoin
righteousness upon people and forget yourselves?,” “Did you think that We created you
in vain?”’), urges the audience to engage in logical thinking and challenges their mind.
These queries frequently have an argumentative structure, which activates the process of
self-persuasion by generating cognitive dissonance, rational admonishment, and
delegating the conclusion to the audience's conscience. Abstract thinking, the
development of a critical spirit, and the awakening of the rational innate nature are the
educational outcomes of this approach.

2) Expressing Causal Relationships: The Quran explicitly describes the causal
connections between human actions and their worldly and transcendent repercussions. The
relationship between piety and ease in affairs (Talaq: 2-3), the relationship between charity
and divine multiplied compensation (Bagarah: 261), and the relationship between the
remembrance of God and serenity of heart (Ra'd: 28) are among the most notable examples.
These relationships enable the audience to anticipate the outcomes of their actions and
elevate faith from a mere emotional experience to a rational decision and a cost-benefit
analysis. The educational result of this approach is the development of a sense of control
over one's destiny, the reinforcement of responsibility, and the optimism for virtuous action.
3) Presenting Mathematical and Quantitative Examples: The Quran employs
numerical examples and quantitative concepts to underscore educational points and bring
matters closer to the mind. Examples include the precise calculation of inheritance shares
using a fractional system (Nisa: 11-12), the exact counting of the sacred months (Tawbah:
36), and the quantification of the reward for good deeds (one to ten and beyond, An'am:
160). This mechanism facilitates the comprehension of abstract concepts by offering a
tangible and objective calculative framework. The cultivation of precision, intellectual
discipline, justice-seeking, and orderliness is the educational outcome.

4) Inductive Reasoning (Argument from Design): The Holy Quran repeatedly encourages
humans to contemplate and observe the awe-inspiring order of the universe (horizons)
and their own selves (souls). The audience is guided from observing details to discovering
the general pattern of order and, as a result, the existence of a Wise Creator by verse 164
of Surah Al-Baqarah, which presents eight examples of order in creation (night and day,
ships, rain, earth, winds, and clouds), and verse 21 of Surah Adh-Dhariyat, which pertains
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to the wonders within the human being. The constant divine patterns in societies are also
revealed through the study of history and the fate of past peoples (Al-Imran: 137). The
educational result of this approach is the development of a scientific mindset, the pursuit
of truth, and the acquisition of knowledge through lessons.

5) Deductive Reasoning (Logical Syllogism): Deductive arguments have been
implemented in the Quran to substantiate fundamental concepts. The argument of
Tamanu' (Anbiya: 22), which is structured as “If there were multiple gods, the order of
the universe would collapse; but the order is established; therefore, there are not
multiple gods,” validates monotheism. The syllogism of priority (Rum: 27), which
posits that “If God is capable of the first creation, He is a fortiori capable of re-creation,”
demonstrates the resurrection. Additionally, the exceptive syllogism has been
employed to refute the authority of entities other than God (Ma'idah: 50). The
educational result of this approach is the development of logical thinking, systematic
reasoning, and an understanding of the importance of monotheism.

Discussion and Conclusion

The fundamental distinctions of this research are summarized as follows after a
systematic review of the research background: Primarily, an integrated and systematic
approach, as opposed to scattered studies that have only been sufficient to identify
instances. Secondly, a detailed examination of the educational impact and persuasion
mechanism of each method, rather than merely referencing Quranic examples. Third,
elucidating the educational outcomes of each method in conjunction with its persuasive
function. Fourth, offering an educational model that is applicable to modern educational
systems. In conclusion, the Quran's educational paradigm has utilized logical-
mathematical intelligence as its primary axis for the purpose of persuading the
audience, as has been previously discussed. The Holy Quran offers a comprehensive
and systematic model that can provide a convincing response to doubts regarding the
conflict between religion and rationality by incorporating logical persuasion and
intellectual education. This paradigm transitions the audience from imitative
acceptance to reasoned belief and from intellectual passivity to critical agency.

Consequently, it is recommended that religious education be structured in a manner
that is not imposing or purely emotional in modern educational systems, This should
take the form of challenging questions, the analysis of causal relationships, objective
examples, and logical arguments, in order to foster a stable and insightful faith in the
audience while respecting their rationality. The rational innate nature of humanity is in
perfect harmony with religion, as evidenced by these discoveries.

Keywords: Audience Persuasion, Causal Relationships, Deductive Reasoning,
Educational Function, Holy Quran, Inductive Reasoning, Logical-Mathematical
Intelligence.
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Introduction

Attention to this period from an educational perspective is of particular significance, as
early childhood is the most sensitive and critical period for personality formation. This
is due to the foundational role of children in shaping society. Preschool education, the
initial phase of formal education, is the foundation for the acquisition of knowledge,
skills, attitudes, and social competencies, and it is a critical factor in the cognitive,
social, and emotional growth of children. Recent research has consistently shown that
preschool attendance improves academic performance and social adjustment in
subsequent educational stages. The Fundamental Reform Document of Education
(FRDE), which was ratified in 2011, is the most significant upstream policy document
in the national education system of Iran. Adopting a comprehensive and
multidimensional approach, this document identifies six educational domains: social
and political; religious, moral, and spiritual; scientific and technological; economic and
vocational; physical and health; and artistic and esthetic. The ultimate goal of this
document is to establish a comprehensive education that is founded on Islamic
knowledge and revealed teachings. However, the education system is characterized by
a significant disparity between the intended curriculum, as outlined in upstream policy
documents, and the implemented curriculum, which is influenced by the actions of
educators and families. Teachers in Iranian preschool institutions are granted
significant autonomy and effectively serve as curriculum planners as a result of the
absence of a codified national curriculum. Conversely, parents, who are the most
significant and influential factor in their children's upbringing, establish expectations
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that influence their children's educational paths. Given the central role of the six
educational domains in realizing the objectives of the FRDE, examining the
perspectives of parents and preschool teachers regarding preschool education can
provide a clear picture of the prevailing educational priorities in this period and their
alignment with upstream policy documents. Consequently, the present investigation
investigates the following research question: What are the viewpoints of preschool
instructors and parents with respect to the educational domains regarding preschool
education?

Methodology

Qualitative methodology with descriptive analytical orientation was implemented in
the current investigation. Semi-structured interviews were implemented to accumulate
data, which were then subjected to deductive thematic analysis. Parents and preschool
instructors from preschool centers in Birjand comprised the participants. Purposive
sampling was implemented, which involved the selection of teachers with a bachelor's
degree in educational sciences with a specialization in preschool education and parents
who were actively involved in their children's educational affairs. The sampling
procedure was maintained until theoretical saturation was achieved, which led to the
participation of 17 preschool teachers and 12 parents in the study. Semi-structured
interviews were implemented to accumulate data. The research objectives and data
confidentiality were fully explained to the participants prior to each interview, and
informed consent was obtained. The interviews were verbatim transcribed from audio
recordings. The data analysis was conducted in accordance with the six-phase thematic
analysis framework of Braun and Clarke. This framework includes the following steps:
familiarization with the data, generation of initial codes, search for themes, review of
themes, definition and designation of themes, and publication of the final report. In
order to guaranty the reliability of the results, Guba and Lincoln's criteria were
implemented, which encompassed credibility (through member verification),
transferability, confirmability (through supervisory documentation and audits), and
dependability (through recoding and examining inter-coder agreement).

Findings and Discussion

The study reveals that parents and educators’ perspectives on preschool education align
with five of the six domains defined in Iran’s Fundamental Reform Document of
Education (FRDE). There is, however, a notable disparity in priorities: teachers
emphasize the social and political domain (preparing children for citizenship), while
parents prioritize the religious, moral, and spiritual domain (foundational religious
values). Other domains—economic, physical, and aesthetic—are also recognized,
demonstrating a broad understanding that preschool extends beyond simple academic
preparation.

The most significant finding is the complete absence of the scientific and technological
domain in the participants’ perspectives. This neglect stems from two main factors: the
belief that scientific education is not age-appropriate for preschool and a narrow
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definition of “technology” as mere digital tools, rather than a framework for fostering
inquiry, problem-solving, and scientific thinking.

Conclusion

In conclusion, this study investigated preschool education perspectives based on the six
educational domains of Iran's Fundamental Reform Document of Education (FRDE).
The findings revealed that participants' views span five domains, demonstrating broad
support for a multidimensional approach that extends beyond mere academic
preparation. Nonetheless, a profound disparity between upstream policies and practical
implementation is evident in the uneven distribution of focus across educational
domains and the complete neglect of the scientific and technological domain. This
omission during a critical developmental period risks hindering children's scientific
engagement and contradicts the national goal of fostering holistic, monotheistic human
development. The study highlights important theoretical and practical implications,
notably the gap between intended and implemented curricula, and recommends
curriculum reform, professional teacher development, parent education, and
participatory planning. While limited by its context-specific focus on Birjand and its
reliance on reported perspectives rather than direct observations, the research
underscores that bridging this policy-practice gap is essential for achieving
comprehensive child development and fulfilling the transformative vision of Iran's
educational system.

Keywords: Birjand, Educational Domains, Parents and Teachers, Preschool.
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Introduction

Citizenship encompasses more than legal rights; it also involves awareness of one’s
own and others’ rights, reciprocal duties, public participation, and civic virtues
(Giddens, 2005; Samiei, 2018). It is influenced by the relationship between rights and
obligations, responsibility toward the community, and the integration of ethics, faith,
and social action within an Islamic framework. An indigenous conception of the ideal
citizen can be bolstered by Qur'anic narratives, which depict the social consequences
of conduct, loyalty, responsibility, conflict, judgment, and cooperation. Likewise,
children’s literature has the potential to indirectly convey social values through the
combination of words and images and narrative (Bruner, 1996). The problem was that
this social capacity of Qur’anic narratives had not been organized into a systematic
framework for evaluating children’s literature. Consequently, the investigation
identified the characteristics of ideal-citizens in Qur'anic narratives and analyzed their
depiction in children’s storybooks. It posed the following question: To what extent and
in what manner are the characteristics that define the ideal citizen in Qur'anic narratives
verbally and visually represented in children’s literature?

Theoretical Foundations

Iranian research has investigated citizenship education through the lens of family
models, Qur’anic foundations, social responsibility, and social-skills instruction.
Dahani et al. (2017) emphasized lawfulness and altruism; Fatehi et al. (2019) argued
for a Qur’an-based Islamic model; and Salehi Motaahed et al. (2020) investigated the
incorporation of social responsibility into educational materials. The potential of
Qur'anic stories to enhance the social skills of children was demonstrated by
Soleimannejad and Soudi (2014). Islamic religious education has been associated with
identity, participation, and social cohesion in international research (Yagdi, 2025).
Additionally, Muslim children's literature has been examined in terms of inclusion,
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diversity, and social unity (Panjwani, 2020; Formen, 2025). Yet prior work generally
isolates the foundations of citizenship, Qur’anic stories, or children’s literature. This
study introduces a framework that is based on interpretation and is derived from
Qur'anic narratives. It is then applied to the visual and verbal content of children's books.
Research Methodology & Framework

The inductive and deductive phases of this qualitative investigation were
complementary. The initial unit of analysis was a verse or cluster of verses that
represented a narrative event. Narratives were incorporated when they addressed the
social repercussions of behavior, justice, interaction, reciprocal rights and duties,
collective decisions, or responsibility toward others. The verses were analyzed using
Persian translations and Tafsir al-Mizan, Tafsir-e Nemuneh, and Tafsir-e Nur after each
narrative was delimited by its context (Tabataba’i, 1995; Makarem Shirazi, 1995;
Qara’ati, 2009). For each category, the verse, narrative setting, exegetical evidence, and
analytical remark were documented. Purposive selection of sixty-five Qur’anic
narratives was implemented. Positively reformulated negative characteristics without
altering their exegetical implications, synonymous categories were merged, repetitions
were removed, and non-generalizable role-specific instances were excluded. Meaning
units were iteratively converted into provisional categories. This resulted in the
formation of 14 primary categories and 39 subcategories. In the second stage, the
categories established an a priori scheme for deductive content analysis of 20
storybooks published by the Institute for the Intellectual Development of Children and
Young Adults for age groups B and C (Neuendorf, 2002). Titles with comparatively
strong readership and sales were purposively selected. The recording units consisted of
independently meaningful scenes or visual elements and sentences or narrative
segments that conveyed meaning. Explicit and implicit instances were coded, and
category frequencies, verbal and visual shares, and distributions across knowledge,
attitude, and skill were calculated. The coding was validated by researcher triangulation
prior to the qualitative and quantitative analyzes.

Research Findings

Upon analyzing Qur'anic narratives, 14 categories were identified: justice orientation,
social participation, public monitoring and oversight, openness, self-management,
commitment, virtue orientation, assertiveness, empathy-oriented disposition, social
responsibility, commitment to legitimate authority, freedom of thought, sufficiency
orientation, and truth orientation. Collectively, these categories consisted of 39
subcategories. The framework was represented by 353 instances in the children’s books.
The most prevalent category was empathy-oriented disposition, which accounted for 74
instances, or approximately 21% of the total. Social participation and social responsibility
followed, with 60 and 42 instances, respectively. The frequency of public monitoring and
oversight was the lowest, with only five instances, or approximately 1.4%. A total of 312
instances (approximately 88.4%) were identified in the verbal text, while only 41
(approximately 11.6%) were identified in the illustrations. Classification by learning
domain revealed that 240 instances (68%) were related to skills, 85 (24%) to attitudes,
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and 28 (8%) to knowledge. Representation was therefore uneven across categories,
between verbal and visual modes, and among the three learning domains.

Conclusion & Discussion

The selection of books appears to prioritize affective and interpersonal values and
behaviors that are easily dramatized, as evidenced by the prominence of empathy,
participation, and responsibility. This accords with the experiential character of narrative
and its capacity to model conduct. However, the inadequate depiction of public
supervision and certain aspects of justice suggests that the more critical aspects of social
life are still underdeveloped. The dominance of skills over attitudes and knowledge
likewise shows that the books prioritize action over conceptual instruction. Although
consistent with literature’s indirect pedagogy, skills and attitudes may remain situational
without a minimum level of conceptual understanding. The limited contribution of
illustrations also reveals an underuse of images’ educational potential for age groups B
and C. In general, the correlation between Qur'anic citizenship components and children's
literature is selective rather than systematic. The framework can be of assistance to
authors, illustrators, curriculum coordinators, and cultural policymakers in the more
deliberate representation of justice, public responsibility, and truth orientation, as well as
in the balancing of knowledge, attitudes, and skills. However, the investigation assessed
the prevalence of components rather than their impact on readers. Its interpretive,
exploratory framework requires expert validation and testing across other publishers and
age groups. Future multimodal and intervention research should investigate the manner
in which children interpret these representations and the impact they have on their
knowledge, attitudes, and behavior regarding citizenship.

Keywords: Children’s Literature, Citizenship Education, Content Analysis, Ideal
Citizen, Qur’anic Narratives
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Introduction

Some of the most significant endeavors to achieve the objectives of Islamic education in
Iran are Islamic institutions. These institutions endeavor to educate students within a
framework that is governed by Islamic religious beliefs, values, and teachings, while
utilizing contemporary curricula. Ali Asghar Karbaschian established Alavi High School
in 1955, under the supervision of Reza Roozbeh. The school implemented a stringent
policy of selecting pupils and their families based on academic and religious criteria. This
policy subsequently became a persistent feature of these schools and has continued to
shape their educational practices to date. Karbaschian's status as a Shi'a cleric holding the
rank of ejtehad’ may reinforce the perception that the foundations of this approach are
rooted in Islam. Nevertheless, the repercussions of such an approach include a decrease
in social cohesion and an increase in inequality. In practice, it may deprive public schools
of valuable cultural resources by attracting students and families with substantial cultural
capital who might otherwise contribute to public schools. Moreover, this approach is
incompatible with the principles of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran and
with the Right to Education articulated in the Fundamental Reform Document of
Education (2011). This begs the question of the theoretical underpinnings and
foundations that underpin this approach, as well as their relationship to the religious
foundations and teachings of Islam. Although Roozbeh's elitist approach was moderated
during the final years of his life, Karbaschian continued to lead the school for another
three decades while maintaining the same general approach. As a result, the dominant
ethos of Islamic schools was influenced by Karbaschian's educational practice and
thought.

Theoretical Foundations

Research that specifically addresses the intellectual and theoretical foundations of Ali
Asghar Karbaschian's educational thought and the elitist orientation of Islamic schools
remains scarce. Scholars have, however, been increasingly preoccupied with matters such
as educational justice, Islamic institutions, and non-governmental schools in recent years.
Relevant research has investigated the relationship between non-governmental schools
(formerly referred to as non-profit schools) and educational justice (Yari Gholi, 2013),
the curriculum of Islamic schools (Minaei, 2022), the cultural affinity among graduates
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of these schools (2022), and the lived experiences of their female graduates (Chitsaz,
2020). A description of Ali Asghar Karbaschian's views as an ideal model of education
(Bani Hashemi & Moghaddas, 2003), an examination of him as a thinker in informal
religious education (Baghgeli, 2007), an explanation of the foundations of his thought
through a comparative examination of the philosophy of Jesuit and Islamic schools (Ziaei
Movahed, 2010), and an examination of his educational views with the aim of
formulating Karbaschian's educational philosophy (Haj Ghasemi, 2017) are all included
in the research on the foundations and theory of Ali Asghar Karbaschian's educational
thought. However, no study has specifically attempted to elucidate and, in particular,
critically examine Karbaschian's educational theory and its relationship to the
foundational principles and teachings of Islam, despite these contributions. The present
study is justified by this gap in the literature.

Research Methodology and Framework

An analytical-explanatory approach is employed in this study to identify the foundations
and components of Karbaschian's educational theory and to formulate its theoretical
structure, with a qualitative research design. The analytical phase is based on
documentary sources that have been published since 2006, with the first materials being
disseminated in celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of the establishment of Alavi High
School. These materials were published as commemorative compilations, with the
primary focus on the recollections of Ali Asghar Karbaschian's and Reza Roozbeh's
former students and colleagues. The publication of interviews regarding Karbaschian and
related topics continued in the wake of the establishment of the Allameh Karbaschian
Institute and the Matn Institute (Institute for the Study of the Flourishing of the New
Generation). Karbaschian's educational theory was developed and its various dimensions
were clarified through the explanatory phase, which was conducted in accordance with
the results of the analytical phase. In order to investigate the relationship between the
foundations and components of Karbaschian's theory, Islamic religious teachings, and
educational justice, both external and internal criticism were employed. External criticism
was used to examine the relationship between the foundations of Karbaschian's
educational theory and religious texts, as well as its relationship to educational justice.
The degree of coherence and compatibility among the components of Karbaschian's
educational theory was assessed through internal criticism.

Research Findings

The findings suggest that Karbaschian's educational theory is epistemologically grounded
in four primary sources: religious-philosophical knowledge, empirical sciences, social
experiences, and the interpretations of his instructors. Its ontological underpinnings are
predicated on the immortality of the soul, the Origin and the Hereafter, and causality. At the
axiological level, the theory prioritizes moral values that are derived from religion over
values that are based on rational-religious reasoning. These three dimensions are manifested
primarily in the religious and moral culture and educational content of the school. The
theory is based on the anthropological belief that the differences in talent and educability
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among human beings are innate. It believes that the principle of Nafy al-Sabil’ serves as a
social basis for determining educational objectives and that education should take
precedence over religious propagation in guiding its intended audience. Karbaschian's
educational theory is fundamentally based on these assumptions. The primary elements of
this theory are as follows: the recognition of education as the most significant endeavor of
society; the prioritization of adolescents for education; the preference for education through
schooling over religious propagation from the pulpit; the restriction of education to talented
individuals rather than the general population; the requirement of perfection for a school;
and the use of geometric progression as a method to increase the number of talented
individuals who receive education. A critical examination of the foundations of the theory
reveals four major challenges. Initially, it appears that certain aspects of its foundation are
not derived from religious scriptures or the teachings of Islamic scholars, but rather from
Karbaschian's personal beliefs. Secondly, the evidence that substantiates certain aspects of
his theory, such as the limitation of education to exceptional individuals, is insufficient. This
position appears to derive from treating limitations in human educability as analogous to
limitations in the growth capacity of plants, particularly trees. Third, Islamic religious texts
emphasize the selection of educational content, while the theory substitutes the selection of
learners. Fourth, the theory's implementation deviates from educational justice, and certain
theoretical foundations are inconsistent with one another.

Discussion and Conclusion

Karbaschian, like any other influential figure, may serve as a model in certain respects while
being susceptible to criticism in others. It is crucial to acknowledge this. Plato's elitist
approach illustrates that it is feasible to implement an elitist approach in education;
nevertheless, the elite can be identified through the educational process rather than through
initial selection. Karbaschian's theory has contributed to the generalization of the notion
that elitism is intrinsic to religious education due to its close association with religious
education. Such an interpretation may perpetuate the idea that religious affiliation
always serves as a predicate for entitlement to more favorable opportunities.
Nevertheless, the attribution of such a principle to Islamic foundations is subject to
significant challenge and may have detrimental social and cultural repercussions. In
view of its less committed competitors in today's world, religious education itself faces
a serious threat. Karbaschian was intimately attuned to the circumstances of his era and
acknowledged their importance. This is a significant obligation for the administrators
and advocates of this educational tradition to reevaluate the practices and results of
Islamic institutions and to reevaluate this policy. In this regard, the establishment of a
religiously oriented school that is not selectively admitted, similar to public schools, is
suggested as a preliminary measure.

Keywords: Non-Governmental Schools, Islamic Schools, Ali Asghar Karbaschian,
Elitism, Student Selection, Educational Theory

1. It mentions to the Islamic principle: “Allah has never granted the disbelievers a way
of domination over the believers to their detriment.”
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Introduction

Background and Purpose: Today, attention to the science of educational management and
its functions in society shows that the framework and principles of this science largely align
with the goals, principles, and methods of general management, with the difference that it
is applied in educational settings and efforts are made to implement the concepts used in
management science within the educational system as well. However, educational
specialists need to change this perspective to bring about transformation in the education
system. If they can redefine educational-pedagogical management and manage the goals,
principles, and methods governing education, they will achieve their ultimate objectives in
the educational system (Soltanzadeh Pasyan et al., 2022). Educational management in the
contemporary world faces numerous challenges, including declining public trust, the
complexity of stakeholder expectations, and the growing need for transparency and
accountability. In such circumstances, accountability has become one of the key pillars for
evaluating the performance of educational managers (Tenbrink & Speer, 2022). The
existence of an accountability system in schools ensures that principals and teachers are
responsible for educational outcomes, resource utilization, and the quality of teaching—
learning processes. This contributes to increased transparency and improved educational
performance (Schleicher, 2012). Educational managers are accountable not only to higher
authorities but also to students, parents, teachers, and society, ensuring that their
performance aligns with educational and pedagogical goals. Accountability in educational
management is a fundamental concept in the literature on management and educational
policy, recognized as a mechanism for ensuring quality, transparency, and organizational
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effectiveness. In contemporary literature, accountability is generally defined as the obligation
of managers and organizational agents to explain and justify their performance to
stakeholders and supervisory bodies (Bovens, 2007; 2016). Studies show that visionary
leadership has a significant impact on leaders’ ability to implement policies and strengthen
community in educational institutions. This aligns with Islamic teachings that emphasize
the importance of guidance and ethical leadership (Amjad et al., 2025). Research on
educational leadership has demonstrated that the quality of leadership and the professional
behaviors of managers are among the most important factors shaping the performance of
educational organizations (Hallinger, 2011). However, most common accountability
models tend to emphasize external organizational indicators, test results, and formal control,
paying less attention to the value-based and internal foundations of managers’ behavior. In
an educational system rooted in Islamic values, accountability is not limited to compliance
with regulations and administrative reporting; rather, it is deeply embedded in the manager’s
inner beliefs, moral responsibility, and religious commitment. Fundamentally, the sacred
religion of Islam is based on the principle of human accountability, and one might say that
the Hereafter represents the most complete and ultimate manifestation of accountability.
Since the most prominent advantage of Islam’s life-giving and humanizing school over
other schools and religions is the interconnectedness of its teachings, Islam’s perspective on
responsibility and accountability is monotheistic and guided. The Holy Qur’an considers all
human beings accountable for their actions, except for God Almighty. It also uses the word
yas'aliinaka (they ask you) regarding the Prophet of Islam, referring to the people’s
questioning and the Prophet’s answering about moral, doctrinal, legal, and other issues.
Therefore, in Islamic teachings, accountability is essentially a form of fulfilling the religious
duties that God has placed upon humanity, and no individual or institution is exempt from
this matter. As mentioned, accountability holds a very high status and position in Islam, and
God Almighty emphasizes its importance to the Prophet and the people in numerous verses
of the Holy Qur’an. The great leaders of Islamic society, including the Prophet (PBUH) as
the first leader of the Islamic community, always considered themselves bound to
accountability. Moreover, the manifestations of accountability can be observed at the
highest level in the sayings and conduct of Imam Ali (AS). From the Qur’anic perspective,
the universe of creation and, consequently, human life have a precise system of accounting,
and no human action, whether small or great, is overlooked. Accordingly, an accountable
educational manager is one who, while possessing professional competencies, regulates
their decisions in the light of divine values and ethical principles, thereby paving the way
for the realization of justice, transparency, participation, and the protection of learners’
rights. Hence, the present study, aiming to identify the factors affecting managers’
accountability from the perspective of Islamic teachings and rank them using the fuzzy
VIKOR method, seeks to offer an integrated framework combining educational
management literature and the value foundations of Islam—a framework that can be
instrumental in explaining accountable behavior, designing manager development
programs, and improving the performance of the educational system.

Research Questions

1. What are the factors affecting managers’ accountability from the perspective of Islamic
teachings?
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2. How are the factors affecting managers’ accountability ranked using the fuzzy VIKOR
method?

3. What are the most influential factors affecting managers’ accountability based on the
fuzzy VIKOR method?

Methodology

The present study is applied in terms of purpose and, in terms of data collection, falls under
mixed-methods research (qualitative—quantitative) of the sequential-exploratory type. In
the qualitative section, the meta-synthesis approach and the method proposed by
Sandelowski and Barroso (2007) were used. The statistical population of the study consisted
of two parts. The first part included all domestic and international texts and articles, totaling
35 articles, of which 17 were reviewed after screening and analyzed using open coding. The
quantitative part consisted of experts specialized in the field of Islamic management, from
whom seven individuals were selected through purposive sampling to answer the
researcher-made questionnaire. Data analysis and the ranking process of the factors were
conducted using fuzzy multi-criteria decision-making techniques, specifically the fuzzy
VIKOR method.

Findings

The findings from data analysis revealed that, from the experts’ perspective, among the 14
factors extracted from the research literature, five factors—“commitment,” “faith in God,”
“piety (taqwa),” “divine obedience,” and “avoidance of falsehood”—had the greatest
impact on managers’ accountability, respectively. In contrast, factors such as
“consultation,” “rule of law,” “divine promise,” and “truth-orientation” were placed at the
bottom of the experts’ priority ranking.

Conclusion

The results indicate that, within the framework of Islamic teachings, fundamental and
internal belief-based factors (commitment, faith, and piety) have the strongest influence on
managers’ accountable behavior. Ultimately, the findings of this study show that
accountability in Islamic education is an “integrated” phenomenon—one in which the
“believing heart” synergizes with the “expert hand” and the “courageous tongue,” shaping
a manager who, before being accountable to superiors, feels an intrinsic sense of duty
toward their great educational mission. Given that the research findings identified internal
and insight-based factors as the foundation of accountability, it is recommended that
policymakers and education administrators organize their planning in a way that strengthens
these factors alongside structural competencies and professional behaviors.

Keywords: Islamic teachings, managers’ accountability, ranking, Fuzzy VIKOR
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Introduction

Fulfilling promises (Wafa bi al-Wa‘d) and refraining from breaking them (Khulf al-Wa‘d)
are behaviors within Islamic teachings that, beyond their jurisprudence-oriented (fight)
nature, possess significant capacity for individual and social cultivation (Tarbiyah).
Fulfilling promises and refraining from breaking them are two of these behaviors.
Adherence to promises requires the acceptance of responsibility for commitments, the
observance of the rights and expectations of others, and the congruence between word and
deed. Consequently, it is a critical factor in the development of individual character and the
improvement of the quality of social relations. On the other hand, the breach of a promise
generates moral and social anomalies, disrupts interpersonal relationships, and erodes
social trust by creating a divide between speech and action. A significant portion of the
existing scholarship has exclusively addressed the topic from normative jurisprudential or
ethical perspectives, despite the extensive attention given to promise fulfillment and the
reprobation of its breach across jurisprudential, hadith, and ethical corpuses. As a result, the
educational potential of rulings regarding promises has rarely been systematically
examined. The primary issue that this investigation addresses is the following: What
educational wisdoms (Hikmas) and individual-social educational consequences are the
foundation of the implementation of Islamic rulings regarding promises, and how can these
wisdoms and implications be conceptualized within the teleological framework of religious
education? Accordingly, the primary objective is to identify and elucidate the educational
benefits and implications of enacting promise-related regulations in religious teachings. The
two primary research topics are as follows:

1. What are the educational wisdoms underlying the enactment of promise-related rulings?

2. What are the individual and social educational consequences of promise-related rulings?
Theoretical Foundations

The literature review suggests that promise fulfillment has been investigated from a variety of
perspectives, including jurisprudential, ethical, and sociological. Makarem Shirazi (Ethics in
the Qur'an) underscores the importance of promise-keeping in the reinforcement of social trust
and its moral consequences. Khoei (Misbah al-Figaha) assesses breach of promise from a
rigorously jurisprudential perspective, utilizing narrative evidence (Riwayat) and the
normative practice of the religiously observant (Sirat al-Mutasharri‘ah). In "The Permissibility
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of Breach of Promise on the Scales of Jurisprudence and Ethics," Mohammadian examines
the discrepancy between ethical and jurisprudential perspectives on this matter. Additionally,
research such as "Jurisprudential Requirements and Exceptions of Promise from the
Perspective of Jurisprudence of Education" has examined the subject from an educational-figh
approach. However, prior research has largely disregarded a structured analysis that is based
on a systematic qualitative content analysis in order to identify the educational wisdoms of
governing enactments and their dual-level implications. The present study bridges this divide
by extending beyond the mere normative description of legal-religious rulings (Hukm Shari)
to elucidate their educational implications within the overarching objectives of Islamic
education.

Research Methodology & Framework

This study is qualitative in nature and basic/fundamental in terms of objective. It employs a
descriptive-analytical method that is based on library research. Primary jurisprudential,
exegetical (tafsir1), hadith, ethical, and Islamic educational sources are included in the research
population. These sources were selected based on their credibility and relevance to the research
concerns. Thematic concepts related to promise fulfillment, breach of promise, their individual
and social effects, and educational objectives were extracted, and data were collected through
note-taking (Fish-bardari). The data analysis was conducted using qualitative content analysis in
conjunction with jurisprudential-educational inference (Istinbat). Initially, themes and textual
evidences were extracted and subjected to primary coding in the analytical procedure.
Subsequently, related codes were consolidated into subcategories, from which primary
educational categories were derived. In this process, a strict conceptual distinction was upheld
between the "wisdoms underlying the enactment of rulings (Hikmat al-Tashri‘)" and the
"consequences derived from practical compliance with rulings," thereby preventing the
conflation of the ontological foundations of legislation and their functional outcomes.
Additionally, the results were organized around two intermediate objectives of religious
education: the cultivation of character and the reinforcement of social cooperation through the
promotion of benevolence and righteousness.

Research Findings

The synthesized data revealed four primary educational wisdoms that underlie the enactment
of promise-related rulings in response to the first question:

1. Establishing Trust in God (I‘timad-sazi bi Khodavand): The child's foundational trust is
encouraged by the lived experience of parents and educators honoring promises, particularly
during childhood. This, in turn, positively influences their cognitive trust in divine promises
and their worldview.

2. The Development of Magnanimity and Nobility (Muruwwah and Dignity): A noble,
integral, and principled personality is fostered by consistent fidelity to commitments and
alignment between word and action.

3. Preventing Hypocrisy (Nifaq): The educational function of the severe condemnation of
promise-breaking as a manifest hallmark of hypocrisy is underscored by its emphasis on the
prevention of internal-external dissonance and behavioral duplicity.

4. Mitigating Injustice and Oppression (Zulm): The prevention of the infringement of others'
rights and preserving mutual expectations serve as foundational pillars for curbing injustice
and fostering mutual cooperation. These four wisdoms are consistent with two macro-level
objectives of religious education: the cultivation of character and the promotion of social
cooperation that is founded on virtue and benevolence. The educational implications of
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practical adherence to promise-related rulings were classified into two dimensions in
response to the second question:

Individual Dimension: Three primary outcomes were identified: Achieving Social Credibility
and Prestige, Auspicious End/Perseverance in Faith (‘Aqibat bi Khayri), and Divine Piety
(Tagwa). The internal disposition of virtue (Malakah of Taqwa) is reinforced by persistent
fidelity to commitments, which also establishes the individual as a dependable agent in
interpersonal networks and maintains steadfastness in faith throughout life. Social Dimension:
Significant outcomes include the strengthening of social trust, the establishment of healthy
interpersonal relationships, the reduction of psychosocial pathologies, the reduction of
hypocrisy and injustice, and the promotion of social cooperation that is based on benevolence.
Additionally, the results indicated that three educational principles—accountability/
responsibility, environmental/ contextual optimization, and consistency and vigilance over
action (Mudawamat wa Muhafazat ‘ala al-‘Amal)—serve as critical mediating factors.
Education cannot be achieved through mere cognitive awareness of a religious ruling; it
necessitates a social environment that is conducive to sustained behavioral habituation.
Discussion and Conclusion

The results are in line with the existing literature, which emphasizes that promise fulfillment
enhances trust, moral virtues, and social cohesion. Nevertheless, this study distinguishes itself
by systematizing these effects within a unified jurisprudential-educational paradigm and
distinguishing legislative wisdoms from empirical outcomes. This research elucidates the
dynamic educational mechanisms through which jurisprudence fosters human and social
flourishing, in contrast to works that are limited to the technical licitness (Jawaz) or illicitness
of violating a promise. The overarching conclusion indicates that promise-related rulings are
fundamental instruments of "Jurisprudential Education" (al-Tarbiyah al-Fighiyyah); they
promote personal integrity (honesty, magnanimity, and accountability) and reinforce social
cohesion through mutual trust and cooperation. Therefore, jurisprudential education in this
domain encompasses more than just the formal teaching of normative law; it also involves the
internalization of sustainable virtues.

A key limitation of this study lies in its purely qualitative and library-based design, which
lacks empirical field measurement of the identified educational outcomes across diverse
demographic cohorts. Future research is suggested to adopt mixed-method and empirical
approaches to assess the direct impact of promise-based educational interventions on social
trust and moral development, as well as the design and evaluation of applied pedagogical
models in family and school settings, are recommended for future research. Mixed-method
and empirical approaches are being recommended. In summary, the formative potential of
religious decrees in personal and collective refinement is unlocked through educational
analysis of jurisprudential rulings, which bridges the divide between Islamic law (Figh) and
educational philosophy.

Keywords: Promise, Religious Education, Wisdom of Legislation, Educational Principles,
Character Development, Social Cooperation, Jurisprudential Education.
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